
 

Dear Fellows of the ACCWS, 

 
As we continue to grow as a membership organization, we need to think about the 

future of wound care in the United States and the world. It is inevitable that wound care 

will soon become an independent specialty in medicine. Wound care is no longer a 

small chapter in various medical specialties education program.  Current wound care 

practices consists of a more comprehensive approach   to treating complex and 

chronic wounds based on evidence based medicine. Credentialing, membership 

organizations, and journals such as ours were established to represent this new era in 

the field of wound care and to support a practice specialty which is validated by scien-

tific inquiry. We are working diligently to make our journal the premiere journal in 

wound care. The third issue of the JACCWS is now out. After the fourth issue we will be 

applying for indexing that will elevate the value of the journal. Your continued support 

to the journal with evidenced based articles and best clinical practices papers is es-

sential to its growth and success.  

 

Our regional directors program continues to grow.  We now we have representatives 

nationwide who meet on a regular basis to offer educational pro-grams with CMEs and 

CEUs credits. The application process to The College for wound care programs to 

become recognized as centers of excellence is in its final steps and will soon be avail-

able online for those wound centers showing an interest in applying. The education 

committee has successfully offered the Back to Basics course nationally in several 

locations around the country.  In addition, the education committee is now preparing a 

new advanced course for wound care providers who have been in practice for years 

and need a refresher course to update them in current wound care practices. 

 

Our membership meeting will be held in conjunction with the 24th Clinical Sympo-

sium on Advancing in Skin and Wound Care in San Antonio this October 23, 2009 from 

6 -8 pm. I invite all of you to show your support to The College by attending the meet-

ing.  

 

See you in San Antonio!  

 

Richard Simman, M.D, CWS, FACS, FACCWS  

Chair, the American College of Certified Wound Specialists  

Your Profession  

Your Credential  

          Your College 
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Message from our  

Chair: 

Our major project is the Journal of the American College of Certified Wound 

Specialists (JACCWS). The third issue of the JACCWS was released in Sep-

tember. We continue to examine every manuscript submitted and process 

each through our peer review board. We are maintaining high standards in 

our criteria for review of manuscripts. This is important because we will 

soon apply to have our journal “indexed”. However, please do not think that 

this high standard means we will reject most manuscripts. Our organization 

is an interdisciplinary one, and we encourage all of our members to submit 

manuscripts. Peer review does not just accept or reject, peer review also 

returns manuscripts with suggestions to the authors to improve their manu-

scripts, in order to get them published. 

  

We would like to thank everyone who has been involved in making the 

JACCWS into a great journal. It is important always to consider the people 

who help make our organization a great one. We are all volunteers and give 

our time freely and without conditions . 

Authors and Research Committee Report:  

Friend of 

The Col-

Our 

Sponsors: 

 

F A L L   

2 0 0 9  

Table of Contents: 
 

Cover:  
Message from Chair  

Authorõs and Research Report 

 

Page 2:  
MEI Report 

New Board of Director  

& Fellows Welcome 

 

Page 3:  
This is Your College 

Membership Meeting Update 

 

Page 4: 
PAC Report ðCall to Action! 

Complimentary Copy of WoundSource 

Wound Care 101 Information 

Visit  Page 

3 to see 

what 

ACCWS  

Commit-

tees are 

currently  

recruiting! 

Bronze 

Level: 

Silver 

Level: 



Page 2 

Donald E.  Mrdjenovich, DPM, CWS, 

FACCWS.    

Chair of the Marketing, Exhibit,  

and Industry Committee  

Immediate Past Chair  

of the Board of  Directors  

The Marketing Exhibit and Industry (MEI) Committee have been working diligently 

all summer and fall to increase the presence and branding of the ACCWS. A multi-

tude of marketing pieces have been designed and strategies have been imple-

mented to make your College more recognizable and in the front lines of potential 

members. We have also been educating several industry contacts to encourage part-

nership as members of the Corporate Advisory Council (CAC). The CAC is crucial to 

facilitate growth and implementation of the ACCWS programs and projects as well as 

to allow for collaboration for the purpose of raising the standards of advanced wound 

care and healing. In the next several weeks look for materials that will be available 

for your use in your own areas to recruit additional members and educate colleagues 

about The College and our mission.  

 

We are working on improving our online presence with constant contact mailers as 

well as improving the look and ease of use of our website as an informational re-

source. The MEI Committee welcomed our annual membership meeting in San Anto-

nio Texas at the 24th Clinical Symposium on Friday October 23, 2009. A great meet-

ing was well attended with great enthusiasm. Current Chair, Dr Richard Simman, 

handed over the gavel to Chair Elect Dr Wayne Stuart, summarized the many accom-

plishments of the ACCWS this past year, and announced several awards including the 

Chairman‟s Vision Award recipient Dr Barry Creighton, and Honorary Fellow  Dr 

Gerut Mulder.  There was plenty of opportunity to meet other Fellows of The College 

and to network with other wound care professionals. Additionally, the collaboration 

of the ACCWS with the National Lymphedema Network (NLN) annual conference in 

Orlando, Florida, September 2010, was announced.  This is an excellent opportunity 

for the ACCWS to enter the national arena and foster bringing the wound care and 

lymphedema communities together in an educational setting.  Look forward to more 

details in the very near future.  Finally, gratitude to our CAC member, Advanced Bio 

Healing, is extended from the entire ACCWS and MEI committee for their partnership 

in our reception.  If the enthusiasm and number of attendees is an indication of things 

to come for the College we can all look forward to a very prosperous year.  

Across the nation the word is certainly getting out about the College.  Several re-

gional directors meetings have occurred over the fall & summer in Ohio, California, 

Wisconsin and Pennsylvania. These meetings provide an excellent opportunity for 

The College to partner with industry to provide local educational and social outing 

with wound professionals in the region. A regional meeting is easy to implement so 

please contact us if you are interested in hosting one in your area. It‟s all about get-

ting the word out as „the voice of wound care‟.  

 

Your College is definitely growing! Our numbers are revealing the ever-increasing 

dedication by you to the mission of raising the standard of wound care by supporting 

a membership organization of credentialed wound care specialists. Nearly 32 per-

cent of all current CWS credentialed wound specialists are members of The College. 

Close to half, 45 percent of the physicians (MD, DO) and 41percent of DPM‟s have 

joined the ranks of the Fellows of the ACCWS. We are proud to claim that 39 percent 

of Nurses and 9 percent of PT‟s have shown their support by joining the membership 

organization along with an additional 28 percent of „other‟ credentialed wound spe-

cialists. With an ever-growing number of Associate Fellows joining our ranks, these 

numbers speak loudly that our membership is on the rise, but we have plenty of room 

for further growth. Please encourage your colleagues that possess a CWS® or 

CWCA® to join The College so that we can continue to promote higher standards of 

wound care, education and advocacy for those who provide so much for their patients 

and the public health.  

 

Finally, marketing is all about conversion: changing of one‟s attitude, emotion or 

viewpoint. Let us all through education and our examples convert credentialed 

wound specialists to make an investment in their profession. 

  

Donald E Mrdjenovich, DPM, CWS, FACCWS 
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Marketing,  

Exhibit, and  

Industry  

Committee Report 

                              Welcome Newly Elected ACCWS Board Members: 
 

                    Christian Ertl, MD, CWS, FACCWS                                    Michael Moore, MD, CWS, FACCWS 



 

ACCWS Headquarters 

Announcement:  

Meeting & Reception 

 

   ACCWS NEWS 

Your Profession, Your College, Your Credential 
 

As the activities of The College increase, we are looking to all the ACCWS members to volunteer time 

to the committees of The College. This is your College and we need you to help us to continue to grow 

and succeed. If you are interested in any of the following Committees, please contact David Abts at 

dabts@theccws.org. 
 

Education Committee: 
Investigates and develops educational activities for Fellows and establishes frameworks for 

educational programs targeted to the wound care profession. Chair Jayesh Shah MD, CWS, 
FACCWS. 

Marketing, Exhibiting & Industry Committee:  
Establishes marketing and exhibiting avenues for the ACCWS to promote its mission to the 

wound care community and beyond. Chair Donald Mrdjenovich DPM, CWS, FACCWS. 

Membership Committee:  
Establishes new methods of reaching out to CWSs and CWCAs to join the ACCWS and work 

with Regional Directors in putting on events in their area. Chair Richard Simman MD, CWS, 

FACCWS. 

PAC Committee:  
Garners opportunities to advertise directly to a specific target market and to provide research 

in the political arena. Chair Staci Roberts MPT, CWS, FACCWS . 

Provider Relations Committee:  
         Raises the awareness of the presence of an advanced level of wound care practice with the   

 opportunity to provide awareness of òBest Practice Careó facilities. Chair Aimee Garcia MD, 
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   ACCWS Board of Directors Cordially Invites You to the  

                      2009 Membership Meeting and Reception 

                                         October 23, 2009 

                                  Grand Hyatt San Antonio 

                     and the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center  

                                       San Antonio, Texas 
                                                        

    During the 24th Clinical Symposium on Advances in Skin  

                                           & Wound Care 

 

              ACCWS Membership Meeting & Reception 

                                             6:00– 8:00 pm  

                                             Bowie B Room 

                                  Cocktails and Hors D‟ Oeuvres                                                                                                                                                                       

 

                     Please RSVP to me at dabts@theccws.org  

                                            Or 202-457-8409 

                                      no later then October 15th 

                  Guests and Associates of Fellows & Diplomates  

                                        are welcome to attend 

David Abts 
Director of  

Membership 

Services 

24th Annual Clinical Symposium on Ad-

vances in Skin & Wound Care: The Con-

ference for Prevention and Healing. The 

conference is produced by Wolters Kluwer 

Health/Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, pub-

lisher of Advances in Skin & Wound Care. 

 

The conference will meet the continuing-

education needs of multidisciplinary skin and 

wound care practitioners, from novice to ex-

pert, by providing a forum for educational 

sessions and interactive workshops that offer 

comprehensive wound management strategies. 

 

See Website for more information: 

http://www.symposiumonwoundcare.com/ 



ACCWS Page 4 

Political Action Committee: 

 A Call to Action! 

 

 

The Political Action Committee is a bit of a misnomer.  At the pre-

sent time, we do not have a committee.  My goal for this quarter is 

to change that.  This is a request for anyone who that is interested 

in getting involved in this committee to contact me directly.  In 

today‟s changing health care environment this committee is essen-

tial for our survival.  Below are some of our upcoming goals: 

 

 Form an active committee with representatives moni-

toring legislative and payment changes that may af-

fect our members. 

 Conduct  regular conference calls to monitor pro-

gress of the committee. 

 Reach out to appropriate organizations within our 

professions to increase the political voice of our mem-

bers. 

 Assign regional members that monitor Local Cover-

age Determinations on a regular basis to inform mem-

bers of upcoming changes. 

 Create an area on the website to post all changes and 

inform members of any upcoming Governmental calls 

or teleconferences. 

 Continue to represent The College on the National 

Pressure Ulcer Advisory Board. 

 Continue to represent The College on the Alliance of 

Wound Care Stakeholders. 

 

Pursue membership with the American Medical Association. 

Pursue involvement with the National Quality Forum. 

If you are interested in becoming active in these efforts, please 

email me directly at staci-roberts@sbcglobal.net.  We will have 

our first conference call in the month of January to start this com-

mittee. 

   ACCWS NEWS  

Visit our  Website: 

www.theccws.org 

Staci Renea Roberts, MPT, 

BSPT, PT, CWS, FACCWS  

WoundSource: The Kestrel Wound Product Sourcebook will 

be mailed to all members this July as a result of a new col-

laboration between ACCWS and Kestrel Health Informa-

tion, Inc. WoundSource has been published annually since 

1998 and contains summarized, reviewed and compara-

tive information on over 1200 wound care products. Diane 

Krasner, PhD RN CWCN CWS BCLNC FAAN, is the Clini-

cal Editor of WoundSource.  

 

Woundsource.com is the online version of WoundSource. 

 

Please contact Director of Membership David Abts at 

dabts@theccws.org if you did not receive your copy. 

Fellows Received   

Complimentary Copy of  

WoundSource  
 

 
 

The College is a proud member of the 

Collaborating Organization Council of 

the NPUAP. Visit their website> www.npuap.org 

 
   8.5 Contact Hours for the Wound Care Professional 

         Covering Basics & Intermediates in Treatment                  

              and Advances in Wound Care and Healing 

                        October 22-23, 2009. St. Louis 

           Six Flags Holiday Inn- Eureka-Missouri 

                                            & 

                   November 6-7, 2009. Chicago 

               Holiday Inn Chicago- Elgin, Illinois 

Please Feel Free to Contact  Director of Member-

ship Services David Abts at ACCWS Headquarters if 

you have any questions or concerns regarding your 

Fellowship or need information about upcoming 

Wound Care Events. 

 

Phone: 202ð 457-8409 or email: dabts@theccws.org 
 

mailto:staci-roberts@sbcglobal.net
http://www.npuap.org/
http://woundcareconference.com/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=6_7

